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English king to join Spain in an undertaking to frustrate the new de- 
signs of Louis XIV. in the Gulf region. Repeated orders were sent 
from the mother-country to the officials of New Spain during the years 
1687-1690 commanding them to spare no effort "to find the site of the 
French settlement and to exterminate the invaders ". Chapters IV. and 
V. show how well these orders were obeyed by the colonial officials. 
No less than five maritime and three land expeditions set out either 
from Mexico or from Florida in search of La Salle's settlement. 
" After three and a half years of almost ceaseless agitation and sus- 
pense the mystery of the French colony on Espiritu Bay had finally 
been solved." The fear of further aggression on the part of Louis 
XIV. caused the Spaniards to undertake the founding of missions among 
the Texas Indians and the occupation of Pensacola Bay. Chapter VI. 
reviews the work among the Texas Indians, while chapter VII. gives 
an account of the establishment of a Spanish fort on Pensacola Bay. 
Chapter VIII., the concluding one, tells of the second French invasion 
of the Gulf region and the founding of Iberville's colony on Biloxi Bay 
and its effect upon the Spaniards. The accession of Philip V., the 
grandson of Louis XIV, to the throne of Spain soon led to the adjust- 
ment of the unsettled question of Pensacola and the French occupation 
of Louisiana. Spanish acquiescence was hastened by the report that 
England had designs on Spain's colonies and had already sent out col- 
onizers, and by the difficulty she had encountered in planting a post on 
Pensacola Bay. 

The book has four maps of interest for the period under discussion, 
and two sketches, one showing the location of La Salle's camp on Mata- 
gorda Bay and the other illustrating the Pez-Siguenza expedition of 
1693. The author has succeeded in fixing definitely the exact date of the 
founding of Pensacola and has given much interesting biographical 
matter relating to such men as Penalosa, Echagaray, Monclova, Pez, 
and others. 

The bibliography and index are full and satisfactory, but the ap- 
pearance of the book would have been improved if the table of illustra- 
tions occupied a separate page. It would have been of considerable 
aid to students if the table of contents had been somewhat more 
analytical. 

N. M. Miller Surrey. 

Life and Letters of the Rev. John Philip Boehm, Founder of the 
Reformed Church in Pennsylvania, 1683-174.9. Edited by the 
Rev. William J. Hinke, Ph.D., D.D., Professor of Semitic 
Languages and Religions in Auburn Theological Seminary. 
(Philadelphia: Publication and Sunday-School Board of the Re- 
formed Church in the United States. 1916. Pp. xxiv, 501. 
$2.00.) 
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In several notable particulars there was a broad line of demarcation 
between the colonization of Pennsylvania and that of the other settle- 
ments made along the Atlantic seaboard. The first was the unusual 
rapidity with which settlers from the Old World made their way into 
the region between the Delaware and the Susquehanna rivers. It may 
be questioned whether William Penn himself had an adequate idea of 
the quick success his " Holy Experiment " would achieve. From what 
source would his settlers come? He could not count on England, Ire- 
land, Wales, and Scotland because the men of his own religion were 
not numerous in Britain. He did count on the Continent because in the 
course of his several visits there, he found many who, under various 
names, held doctrines not far different from those of the Quakers. In 
1677 Penn, with Fox and Barclay, advocates of the Quaker faith, 
crossed the Channel on a mission religious as to its purpose, and with 
religious tolerance as its corner-stone, and in Germany met men whose 
faith differed but little from their own. No sooner had Penn secured 
the charter for his province than his German pamphlets found their 
way into the Rhine country and presently the tide from the Palatinate 
and other parts of Germany set in. They came not in hundreds but by 
thousands and his experiment was a success. With toleration, liberty, 
and justice as his platform, the non-militant commander became a 
conqueror. 

Secondly, while the people from Germany and Holland were nearly 
all members of the Reformed faith of Luther and Zwingli, they brought 
few or no religious teachers with them. With no spiritual leaders or 
guides, they began to differ with each other and presently half a dozen 
sects and creeds came to the fore. Beside the Reformed and Luther- 
ans, the Moravians, Mennonites, Schwenkfelders, Seventh Day Baptists, 
Dunkers, and other minor groups appeared. Only a few of these had an 
educated ministry. There was lay preaching and praying and the result 
was that few knew what to do, where to go, or what to believe. 

Into this babel of belief came Johann Philip Boehm in 1720, a mem- 
ber of the German Reformed Church, and with his family settled in the 
Perkiomen valley, Pennsylvania. He had been a " reader " and school- 
master of the Reformed congregation of the city of Worms and at 
Lambsheim, and he was persuaded upon his arrival in Pennsylvania to 
act as pastor and reader for the many German Reformed settlers and 
also, as there was no hope of securing a regular ordained pastor, to 
assume the office of minister, which he had for five years declined to do. 
Three congregations were formed, placed under a single charge; these 
invited him to become their pastor and then his work and his troubles 
began. All this was in 1725 and this was the beginning of the regular 
Reformed worship in Pennsylvania. It was the misfortune of Pastor 
Boehm to get into many troubles from his early manhood until his 
death in 1749, and yet after reading all the evidence preserved and 
printed both in Europe and in Pennsylvania we are compelled to believe 
that he was an honest man and a faithful servant of his Master. 
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The fact that, up to the time when he assumed the duties of a min- 
ister, he had not been duly licensed as such, was used against him by 
others with less ability and less sincerity. However, this trouble was 
finally overcome by his licensure by the Synod of Holland. 

Meanwhile the Lutheran element in the population had sent to them 
from the fatherland the eminent Pastor Muhlenberg, the Moravians sent 
over Count Zinzendorf, and the Reformed, George Michael Weiss and 
Michael Schlatter. The number of Germans in the province was nearly 
or quite 50,000, as early as 1730. About 32,000 were Lutherans and 
Reformed, and it was among these and the sect people that the fierce 
scramble for adherents was carried on. 

Boehm himself established no less than thirteen congregations dur- 
ing his church activities. As most of them were many miles apart his 
labors were incessant and tedious. Perhaps no preacher of any de- 
nomination had so many struggles to retain his adherents as he, but 
he was a fighter, a champion of the Church Militant as well as the 
Church Triumphant. But he won, and that, after all, may be regarded 
as evidence of the character of the man. 

Drs. Harbaugh, Dubbs, and Good have given Boehm a good deal of 
attention, but as their researches were mainly confined to American 
authorities and documents, while much pertaining to his career was 
buried in European synodical and church archives, it was necessary that 
Dr. Hinke should pursue his career in Holland and Germany. This 
he has done and his enterprise was richly rewarded. The Royal State 
Archives at Marburg, the city archives of Worms, yielded no fewer 
than thirty-two separate documents and a number came from the town 
archives of Lambsheim. Extracts were also made from the Reformed 
Church records at Worms, Hanau, Wachenbachen, and Hochstadt. Still 
other finds were made in Heidelberg, Basel, Zurich, and Bern. 

Dr. Hinke has allowed Boehm to tell his own story through his own 
letters, to which are added extracts from the letters of his associates 
and contemporaries; this seems at once authoritative and fair. All in 
all, Dr. Hinke's comprehensive work must be regarded as a valuable 
addition to our knowledge of the religious condition of affairs' in east- 
ern Pennsylvania during the early half of the eighteenth century. 

Frank Ried Diffenderffer. 

Essays in the Earlier History of American Corporations. By Joseph 
Stancliffe Davis, Ph.D. In two volumes. [Harvard Eco- 
nomic Studies, vol. XVI., nos. I-IV.] (Cambridge: Harvard 
University Press. 1917. Pp. xiii, 547; x, 419. $5.00.) 

This book is a bundle of related but separate studies. Occasionally 
they overlap. The main essay is on Eighteenth-Century Business Cor- 
porations in the United States, and this necessarily embraces a period 
covered by the first essay, on Corporations in the American Colonies. 
The second essay, on William Duer, Entrepreneur, includes the story 



